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J ust Ducky Tours provides the only fully-narrated 
one hour land and water quest in the area. After 
wheeling through the streets of Pittsburgh, you’ll 

smoothly splash down into one of the three rivers where 
you will have a glorious view of the city. Yes, it really does 
splash down in the water! Each tour begins in Station 
Square and waddles through the city’s business district, 
allowing you to view amazing cultural and historical sites 
that can only been see in Pittsburgh. The Just Ducky 
fleet consists of six-wheel-drive amphibious trucks that 
were designed by General motors during World War 
II. The guides add laughter and entertainment while 
providing fun facts that even some native Pittsburghers 
might not know. They will have you all quacked up by the 
end of the tour! Tour times start at 10:00am and go to 
6:00pm (EDT). Pricing starts at $25.00 for adults, children 
age 3–12 $15.00, and infants (ages 2 and under) $5.00. 
For more information call 412-402-3825. 

When you ride with us
you’ll receive

15%off
your meal 

at the Hard Rock Cafe
Offer must be used on date of your tour

For over 50 years the Gateway Clipper Fleet has been 
sailing the three rivers providing sightseeing, dining, and 
other family cruises. They feature breath-taking views of 
the city from all three rivers. Available cruises include a 
Fall Foliage Cruise, Father’s Day Brunch Cruise, Pirate 
Adventure Cruise, Superhero Dinner Cruise, and Weird 
Scientist Cruises, just to name a few. The Gateway Clipper 
also provides wedding packages, corporate outings, 
and school events with the picturesque city skyline as 
the backdrop. Go to www.gatewayclipper.com and book  
your cruise today. Experiences like these only happen out 
on the water.

By Payton Patterson 
Photos by Jesse Twoguns
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EUROPEAN STYLE. PITTSBURGH FLAIR.
By Emily Polkabla 
Photos Caitlynn Beatty and Emily Polkabla

B eginning in 2010, the little shop of Boutique La 
Passerelle came alive. La Passerelle has many 
different meanings, and one of which is “the bridge” 

in French, and this boutique is bridging the fashion of 
Europe to Pittsburgh. It was, and still is, one of the only 
women’s boutiques in downtown Pittsburgh. It’s location 
on 417 Wood Street is in the perfect space to suit its 
personality. What is really special about this place is that 
you can’t get these clothes anywhere else in the United 
States. Why? Because the clothes are handpicked directly 
from Portugal. This is one of the reasons that brought 
Adele Morelli to the boutique. 

personal relationships with their customers and provides 
great services and experiences that keep them coming 
back. She is now the General Manager of the store and 
her and Adele run the place on their own. When they go 
across seas, their friend and local artist, Charmed by Jenn 
watches the shop.

Adele and Änna take a trip to Portugal twice a year. They 
stay there for about 7 days in the beginning of March and 
September. During their time there, they see some of the 
sights and fill their inspiration. They head to ‘fashion row’ 
and handpick the styles that they want to bring back to 
Pittsburgh. They buy only one of each size, ranging from 
0/XS-14/XL, so you are very unlikely to see someone 
with your same attire. It’s a super fun idea and they do 
not restock their purchases, so when it’s gone, it’s gone, 
so don’t wait! They also buy cutting-edge shoes and 
accessories from New York’s Garment District. Charmed 
by Jenn also creates some of their jewelry featured in the 
store. Beautiful handcrafted pieces that pair well with the 
line of clothing. 

A lot of the styles chosen are to please client feedback. 
Being a Downtown Pittsburgh resident for about 20 years, 
Morelli knows what the day/night life is like, and knows the 
convenience of having an outfit that can work in the office 
and after work get-togethers. Owning a small business 
herself, Adele loves to invest and give back to the small 
business community. She lives, eats, and plays downtown. 
Some of her favorite small businesses downtown are Steel 
City Clothing, Katie’s Kandy Store, and La Gourmandine. 

Adele originally was a customer there and has been a 
resident of downtown for about 20 years. When she heard 
about the store going up for sale, she knew what she had 
to do. In August of 2013, she bought the store from Cidalia 
Duarte. Cidalia moved to Pittsburgh from Portugal, but 
continued to visit her home country a few times a year to 
bring the European fashion to Pittsburgh. 

When Adele purchased the store, she wanted to keep 
the same tradition of going overseas to handpick these 
beautiful articles of clothing. Duarte took Morelli over 
to Portugal and showed her around to all the shops she 
visited. Änna Ciaccio came with the deal. She has worked 
at BLP since it originally opened in 2010, and has built 

Find a job you enjoy doing, 
and you will never have to work 

a day in your life
     Mark Twain

Boutique La Passerelle works with Pittsburgh Downtown 
Partnership during Small Business Saturday and donates 
10% of their sales to The Children’s Institute.

Mark Twain once said, “Find a job you enjoy doing, and 
you will never have to work a day in your life.” And this is 
exactly what Adele and Änna are doing. They find every 
positive in life about working at BLP. There are many pros 
in owning your own business: the freedom to choose their 
own clothing line and decide what to sell, and no need 
for vacation time because going out of the country for 
work is perfect—and what’s better than working with your 
best friend? These two have such an upbeat and positive 
attitude that makes your shopping experience fun and 
unique. So, come on down to Europe in Pittsburgh at 
Boutique La Passerelle!
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In support of Autism Awareness 
Month, a portion of every “Light 
It Up Blue” Margarita sold will be 
donated to Bridgeway Academy - a 
nonprofit organization supporting 
children on the autism spectrum.

LET’S TACO ABOUT IT!
By Allison Pettyjohn 
Photos by Sarah Hastings

C ondado is known for their unique build-your-own 
taco menu and street art style interior design. 
Their famous and filling taco combinations range 

from $3.50 to $4.50. All of their fresh ingredients pair 
perfectly with their house-made tortilla chips and original 
margarita drinks. 

Owner and creator of Condado, Joe Kahn, opened the 
doors to this trendy Mexican restaurant in 2014 at the first 
location in Columbus, Ohio. After their booming success, 
they decided to open five, soon to be six, other locations, 
including one in the heart of downtown Pittsburgh on 
Liberty Avenue. 

Who created the artwork in the restaurant?

I was not here from the beginning and do not know who 
created the artwork inside, but I know we have a general 
contractor at Condado who finds local artists to design 
the art.

What do customers think about filling out the menu?

It is a little overwhelming at first, because we have the 
drink, draft, chip, and taco menu, but I think it fits how 
the restaurant industry is evolving to the hip, new trends. 
Once the servers walk them through everything and the 
customer figures it out, it is great because they get to 
design everything the way they want it. Everything that 
comes into this building is made fresh, so nothing is frozen. 

I had the opportunity to sit down with the District Manager 
of Condado’s Pittsburgh location, Joe Toocheck, and talk 
about some of the great features that make up a Condado 
restaurant. Here is what he had to say:

What is your favorite taco combination on the menu?

My favorite would be the Bubba Kush, off of the taco 
suggestion menu. The pork that we cook and marinate in 
orange juice goes well with the pineapple, the smokiness 
of the cheddar cheese, and the heat from the refried 
beans. The sweetness and the pork go really well together. 

Why should people come to Condado? 

The food is fresh, your order comes quick, and the 
atmosphere is really cool. It is a great value and I think it is 
awesome that the guests get to customize their own taco. 
We put our tables tight, not to fit more people in, but to 
encourage other tables to talk to one another. We want it 
to be a group feeling. Also, all the team members get to 
be themselves, by dressing how we want and letting our 
personalities shine through. 

Is there anything new customers should know before 
coming to Condado?

The menu might seem a little overwhelming, but just ask 
one of the servers what they would suggest, because they 
eat here everyday. They know what is the best, what goes 
together, and what you should order if you like sweet or 
hot stuff. I would say that new customers should bring an 
open mind.

The featured tacos off of the 
Taco Suggestion menu are The 
Mantis, Dutch Dragon, Bubba 

Kush, and El Santo. 

Condado’s famous chips, 
queso, and guacamole with 
their ‘do it yourself’ menu.
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THERE IS MORE THAT MEETS THE EYE
By Christiana Murray 
Photos by Jesse Twoguns

T he views of Mt. Washington cannot be beat. It has 
become one of the most visited destinations in 
Pittsburgh. With two inclines, the Duquesne and 

the Monongahela, you can see the vast Pittsburgh view 
no matter where you are or where you go. Atop of Mt. 
Washington is a view that you won’t get anywhere else: the 
Pittsburgh skyline.  

When you are done viewing the sites, head over to grab 
some grub. Shiloh Grill has some delicious menu items, 
and make sure you save room for dessert. Grandview 
Bakery & Shop has great treats and is a convenient walk 

right down the street. Or, if cookies and cakes are not 
your thing, head on over to DiFiore’s Ice Cream Delight 
and satisfy your sweet tooth. After your first visit to Mt. 
Washington, you won’t ever want to leave.

Fun Fact!
The Dark  Knight Rises was primarily 

filmed in PA. One of the scenes from the 
movie was shot in Mt. Washington, when 
Batman was coming out of the Bat Cave.
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‘Pittsburghese’ is the very unique dialect of Western PA and the 
greater Pittsburgh area. This strange, but intriguing language’s 
base is derived originally from Midwestern England. These were 
the first of the Pittsburgh dads who started the dialect, but the 
language was also influenced by other European immigrants. 
Scots, Irish, and Germans flooded into Pittsburgh, and eventually 
made up a large part of the Pittsburgh area. African Americans 
also contributed to Pittsburgh’s population, as Pittsburgh played 

a role in the Underground Railroad during the Civil War. Pittsburgh 
hosted many other ethnicities that helped form its intriguing 
dialect, such as Italians, Croatians, Poles, Slovakians, and more, 
all hailing from parts of Eastern Europe. These European dialects 
have been forged in the steel mills of Pittsburgh to create a 
dialect that is synonymous with hard work, great sports, and a 
love and camaraderie for the city of Pittsburgh. Read through the 
list of words below to help perfect your ‘Pittsburghese’ accent.

By Jesse Borne and Wesley Bays 
Photos by Jesse Borne
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S teel City Clothing Company, known 
mostly by Steel City, is a unique 
mom and pop clothing store 

located in the heart of Pittsburgh. The 
shop is unique itself, featuring custom 

made clothing that represents the 
city well. They pride themselves in 

having unique Pittsburgh clothing 
and merchandise, as with being 
next to one of the biggest 
parking garages Pittsburgh 

has to offer – and it’s a nice one. 
Most of their clothes represent the 

city’s sports teams and The University 
of Pittsburgh, which is one of the state’s 

most recognized colleges. Once you walk 
inside, you’ll say, “Yinz have a nice store!”.

The store itself was built in-house with love for 
design and the area the store is in. Their goal was to 

capture the “heart and essence” of the city, and they 
did just that. Their tall, bright, open ceiling, simplistic 

colors, and vintage lighting really makes you feel like the 
store is like home. You’ll be in awe when you walk in and see 

the vintage champion banners, old photographs and trophies, 
and the gigantic scoreboard located right above the checkout 

counter. To say the least, it’s truly magnificent. Not to mention, their 
studio is right in-house!

How did you end up managing Steel City?

A: I started out at Steel City when we first opened the 
pop-up shop here; I started out as a team member for 
the holidays, and then stayed on when they opened the 
store permanently. Then, in March they were looking for 
a manager. There were four of us initially working here 
as team members and the owners basically doing all 
the management, so they were looking for someone to 
take that over, and they liked me and ultimately offered 
me the position. 

E: I first heard of the brand when I was living in Texas. I’m 
from Pittsburgh, born and raised, but when I was living 
down there I wanted to find some real cool Pittsburgh 
shirts to have, and then I found out about Steel City. Then, 
I moved back here and was working for Urban Outfitters 
part-time until I moved myself up to full-time team lead. 
That Summer, I applied to work here because I needed 
more money and wanted another job. I saw that Steel 
City was hiring, and realized that was another brand that I 
really like and would like to represent, so I applied and got 
it. I was working full-time at Urban, and part-time here; it 
ultimately became too much and I needed to eliminate 
one. You’d think I would keep the full-time job and quit 
the part-time at Steel City, but I didn’t want to leave Steel 
City because I love the brand and I believe in what they 
represent and want to be a part of it. I told Alex that if she 
gave me a full-time job here, I’d quit at Urban, and a few 
weeks later she offered me the job as Assistant Manager.

Whats the easiest thing about managing Steel City? 
Whats the hardest? 

A: I’d say the easiest thing is that the people who support 
us as a company [Steel City] are very family oriented, and 
everyone in the company is about helping you grow as a 
person, especially our owners; they’re all about helping 
us grow as people and in our professional lives. We do 
also have really great fans of the company, so we get to 
interact with those customers everyday. We also hold 
events and stuff like that and get to meet those people. 
That makes it definitely worth it. The hardest is just trying 
to keep a balance between me and my employees. You 
have to have a line where it’s your friends, but also still 
having to be a manager, which I’m not too much of a fan 
of. You just want to be friends with everyone and don’t 
want to tell them what to do. 

E: Working here at Steel City as a manager, the easiest 
part is also the hardest part for me, but it’s not really the 
hardest, it’s a good hard; we are really passionate about 
this company, and because of that, it makes coming to work 
here everyday easy. Getting the opportunity to lead with 
all the individuals we have here, and to have an influence 
in the brand, to help take that to a really special place, to 
me, is the easiest. But it’s also the hardest because, like 
with what Alex Said, finding that balance between your 
work life and personal life. We are so passionate about 

it and we want to give everything we have to it. It’s hard, 
but it’s not bad either; it’s really fun. I’m glad to work here 
and know that the hard parts are really just going to go to 
a really good place.

How do you come up with the product ideas?

A: Our owners (we’re owned by a husband and wife), 
mostly the husband part of that equation, he does most 
of the designs for everything. It’s mostly designed for the 
seasons, so right now the Pens and hockey are really big 
for us. He gets inspiration from just living in Pittsburgh 
his entire life, and just goes with what is around him 
at that time.

E: His visions for his designs are that he wants to have the 
vintage Pittsburgh, the historical Pittsburgh, and because 
of that we have a lot of shirts that are based on Pittsburgh 
history, sports teams, and stuff like that. He also wants 
to be based on pop culture too, and so we made shirts 
for the show This Is Us, Amanda Kessel, and whatever is 
Pittsburgh in the past, present and future.

Do you work with designers to promote Pittsburgh 
based stuff they create?

A: Typically we don’t work with outside designers and dip 
our hands in that sort of thing. We try to keep it with just our 
owner and whatever ideas we have if they want to go with 
them. He does though have some illustrators he works 
with and gets designs from them, because sometimes he 
needs some help, but for our “Phil the Thrill” shirt with 
the hot dog on it, we had a different illustrator draw that 
up because it’s more of a cartoon than anything. 

E: We have a pretty unique style, so it all comes from 
Brandon’s mind, and he doesn’t want to really do anything 
that would be different from the brand that’s there now, 

By Seth Povich  
Photos by Sheldon Crossland

In their catalog, they 
have some amazing shirts, 

featuring their “Sidney 
Crosby Is Really Good At 

Hockey,” “Pittsburgh: So Many 
Rings It Should Be A Planet,” and 

their “Multi Hypo” design shirt. 
They also have a “Steel City Tee Club” 

subscription for $30, that ships every 
month and has exclusive designs for their 

club members. If you’d like to know more, 
you can check out their website by going to 

shopsteelcity.com.

While going to their shop for a tour and photoshoot, 
I had the chance to interview the shops manager, Alex 

Clemence (A),  and assistant manager, Erich Kudlik (E). The hockey section in Steel City.

Back to Back World Champions Shirt
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so we don’t really work with many other designers. But 
we do collaborate with other artists from Pittsburgh, like 
Pittsburgh Dad; Brandon still does all the designs for him. 
We also do things with charities like the Mario Lemieux 
Foundation, so we do collaborate with other people, just 
the designs are usually from Brandon.

Who do you think is your biggest competitor and why?

A: People love this question, but I always like to say we 
don’t have competitors because we compare ourselves 
against ourselves. We try to be the best we can be, but 
obviously we do have to have competitors. I’d say that our 
biggest competitors would be Homage or FourOneTwo. 
Homage is from Ohio, and they have a shop there, but 
they just opened a shop in Pittsburgh selling Pittsburgh 
clothing. 

E: Yeah, we definitely have competitors, I’d say. I think it’s 
fun to see what everyone else is doing and see where the 
trends are, but I think for Pittsburgh fans, even though 
Homage is a pretty cool company and have cool designs 
and stuff, you can tell the shirts they make are probably 
made from someone who isn’t a real Pittsburgher; I think 
their shirts are very generic, so that’s something really cool 
with our brand. The thing with FourOneTwo is that they 
have their one design, and they use that over and over 
again, where with us, we try to understand Pittsburgh. 
So something I think is really cool with our brand is that 
it does really well with natives and tourists. Since they’re 
not from around here, they come in looking for something 

genuine and wondering what some things mean, so we 
get the chance to explain to them what they mean. When 
natives come in, it hits home and they see what we have, 
and they really love it. It brings back memories and good 
times for them, and that’s something I really enjoy with our 
brand that some other brands lack, in my opinion.

Have you ever thought about opening your own store, 
like Steel City, with the knowledge you have now?

A: Uh, no! I never thought I would be managing a t-shirt 
store or anything really close to that, but I’m happy I’m 
here. I never really thought about that. 

E: I have. Nothing very concrete, but Brandon, the owner, 
likes to think of himself as an entrepreneur. This isn’t the 
first business he’s ever started; he’s created anything 
from skateboard shops to other brands, so he has that 
entrepreneur spirit, and he tries to instill that onto us as 
well. I have thought about it and what I’d do, but I’ve never 
spent time trying. It’s fun to think about, and being here, 
we’re learning how to do that with the creative experience 
that working under Brandon has given us.

What do you like to do for fun when you’re not 
managing/working at Steel City?

A: A lot of our lives revolve around our store. It’s our baby. 
I like spending time with my family and my friends. We do 
like to travel, though. 

E: We both like to hang our friends, family, and we are just 
always looking for the fun experiences and those groups.

Steel City is everything you’d expect it to be. Compared to 
stores like FourOneTwo and Homage, both having stores 
in Pittsburgh, fans and city-goers love Steel City. It is a 
must-see tourist location for anyone just visiting, whether 
it’s for business, leisure, or you’re coming to see The 
Penguins, Steelers, Riverhounds, Pirates, or The University 
of Pittsburgh compete.

If you’re looking to get some amazing Pittsburgh clothing, 
looking for a souvenir for that special someone or a 
friend, or buy a friend who is expecting some awesome 
Pittsburgh baby clothes, Steel City is the place to be. From 
their hockey collection to YouTube celebrity “Pittsburgh 
Dad” section, Steel City has everything you’d expect. 

I would like to extend my thanks to Steel City, Alex, and 
Erich, for letting me and my team come in, take photos of 
the store, use their clothing, and for letting me interview 
them. I’d also like to say thank you to the owners, as well.  
The store truly has some wonderful people and anyone, 
including myself, would be lucky to work with them. 

The Steel City Team.

The Pittsburgh Dad section at Steel City.

The baseball section at Steel City. 

Shawn Savage sporting Primanti and Steel City.

Representing the hockey community.
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Home to the famous “Burnt 
Almond Torte,” Prantl’s Bakery 
has been around for over 100 

years. Serving up German tradition, 
Prantl’s offers everything from old-
fashioned fruit danishes and nutty 
coffee cakes to fresh baked bread 
and pepperoni rolls. Some of their  
newer favorites include key lime pie, 
buttery, flaky croissants, and huge 
chocolate chip cookies dipped in 
chocolate and sprinkles. In addition 
to their iconic location in Shadyside, 
they recently opened a third location 
in Greensburg, as well as expanding 
the space and products in Market 
Square Downtown. 

Prantl’s strives for greatness, as 
they serve “The Greatest Cake in 
America” and build custom orders 
with their consumers to create the 
perfect combination of a sweet treat 
for any special occasion. They have 
over 100 sinful sweets, some are 
always in store and others are made-
to-order or seasonal. If you’ve never 
visited Prantl’s, you need to work one 
of their mouth-watering treats into 
your daily routine. It’s a sinful sweet 
you won’t regret!

By Emily Polkabla 
Photos by Sarah Hastings



PGH YOU  |  SUMMER 2018    1918    STRIP DISTRICT

Cats on Penn
Creative Side of the Strip
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What do you think makes Colony Café different from 
businesses similar to it?

I think what makes us different is that we have a kitchen, 
and we are dedicated to bringing the best of what we’re 
offering and creating a sort of European café experience 
paired with a cat café. We have what we consider some 
of the best coffee from around the country, so we’re an 
excellent coffee shop. We make our own baked goods and 
foods, so we bring that café-bistro experience. And the 
café is different because it’s in a loft; it’s enclosed in glass, 
so the people downstairs can check out what’s going on 
up there while they’re eating. And of course, the liquor 
license. Not many cat cafés have signature cocktails. We 
have signature cocktails, they’re named after cats, they’re 
kind of fun, and of course, the wine.

Where did you get the inspiration for a cat café?

We were living in New York, and a cat café opened up as an 
experiment in the city. There was a line around the corner 
for people to come; it was a pop-up, it was sponsored by 
one of the cat-food brands, and we were really intrigued 
by the idea. Then one opened in New York, and we went 
to visit, and we just thought it was spectacular. Then we 
went on a trip to Paris, and went to a cat café there. They 
don’t have the same kind of health codes that you have 
here, so the cats are going outside and coming back in, 
and they run over the table where you are eating. That 
kind of sparked the idea for having something different. 

The cat cafés in the U.S. are more cutesy little places where 
they bring you food from the outside. We thought it would 
be nice if we could have something a little more elevated; 
we have a liquor license, so we can 
have wine, and we have some of 
the best coffee in the country. We 
have a kitchen where we make all of 
our own food. So, it’s a place where 
you can hang out downstairs and 
have a European café experience, 
or you could go upstairs and have 
a cat café experience, or you 
could combine the two because 
everything from downstairs can go 
upstairs. So that’s where we’re a 
little bit different; the idea sparked 
from visiting different places and 
putting them all into one.

How does it feel to have the first 
cat café in Pittsburgh? What has 
the public’s reaction been like?

Being the first cat café in Pittsburgh 
is really exciting. We got a really 
warm welcome by the community. 
A lot of people were curious as to 
what this is, and you know, a year 
and a half later we still get people who walk in the door 
and go, ‘What in the world does your sign mean, well, what 
do you mean there’s cats in here?’ So, it was satisfying. It 
was nice to bring a new idea to Pittsburgh, because there’s 
a lot of new things going on in the city, so it’s fun to be a 
part of a community.

Why do you think people have responded so well to 
your business since you opened in February 2017?

I think it’s hard to resist. You come in and then you sit down 
with the cats, and you’re sipping your wine or your coffee 
and having a snack, and you know you’re helping to save 
animal’s lives. When you leave, you just have such a good 
feeling, your heart rate is down, and you’ve experienced 
something a little bit different. I think the word spreads; 
people tell their friends about it and they come in to 
experience it. It kind of builds on itself from word of mouth.

T he Colony Café is the first cat café in Pittsburgh, and 
is nestled in the eastern end of Penn Avenue in the 
Strip District. Unlike other cat cafés, their cats are on 

display in a glass-enclosed loft where customers and cozy 
up to them without fear of them getting into the food. The 
Colony Café gets their cats from a local shelter, meaning 

all of the cats in the loft are available for adoption. Their 
mission is “to offer a unique, fun, relaxing cafe for humans, 
while finding loving homes for Pittsburgh’s at-risk cats.” 

We had the opportunity to interview Erik Hendrickson, the 
co-owner of the café with his wife Sue.

WINE, COFFEE, AND 
ADOPTABLE CATS
By Morgan Ellis and Olivia MacDonald 
Photos by Caitlynn Beatty

The adoptable cats at Colony Café 
have a large loft area to lounge in, 
including couches, bean bags, stools, 
scratching posts, and endless toys.
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Can you talk about your wine selection and how you 
decide what to offer?

We have inexpensive wines that are to-go and are also 
available in the state store, and then we have our own 
curated list of wines. We just wanted it to be fun, accessible, 
and affordable. They’re all available to-go, and also by the 
glass or bottle. We have wines from Portugal, Italy, France, 
and the US. We just wanted to give someone a little bit of 
the taste of all over the world of what we can offer.

Where do you get your coffee selection?

When we started, I sampled coffee from all over the 
United States and ended up on Ruby Roasters; they’re 
out of Wisconsin. A former guy from Intelligencio, which 
is considered one of the best coffee roasters out of the 
country, left to form his own roastery on a farm. He has 
relationships with the coffee pros all over the country to 
make sure that he has sustainable methods, paying their 
employees the right way, and they’ve been a wonderful 
partner. We recently made the decision to partner with 
Commonplace Coffee. T.G. Fairchild owns Commonplace, 
and it’s local to Pittsburgh, so we hope to be exclusive to 
a roaster that’s here in Pittsburgh. Commonplace Coffee 
offers coffee from all around the world, and we’re looking 
forward to getting some new, interesting things.

How do you decide what goes on your menu? Do you 
choose items that customers downstairs will enjoy, or 
ones that customers can easily take upstairs?

It’s a little bit of both. We want to try to create food that 
will pair well with wine, and also something that people 
can come for lunch, which is why we have a daily soup. A 
lot of the recipes come from things that were comforting 
to me as a child, my mom’s recipes, like her banana bread 
and potato corn chowder, for instance. We keep in mind 
things that would be easy to eat upstairs. One of the things 
that we didn’t think would be popular for people going 
upstairs was the soups, but Pittsburghers love soup, and 
we get tons people wanting soup with the cats. We also try 
to change the menu seasonally if we can.

What do you like about being local?

It’s just fun to be part of a community. Coming from New 
York City where everything is very anonymous, it’s nice to 
be in somewhere like the Strip District of Pittsburgh where 
people can come together, and it feels like you can get to 
know people. It feels like you are part of something bigger 
instead of just being one thing.

What would you say your favorite menu item is?

Probably the Avocado Pitza, because I invented it. It’s a 
toasted pita with a homemade hummus, which is actually 
my sister’s brother-in-law’s recipe. It’s covered with 
greens, avocado, extra virgin olive oil, lemon juice, and 
some salt. It’s cut into 4 like a pizza, but it’s a P-I-T-Z-A. 
It’s really delicious.

How does the cat loft work?

It’s $8 a person per hour. Walk-ins are welcome if we have 
slots available. The loft is open from 11am to 7pm and 
there is a break from 2-3pm for the cat naps and to feed 
them. We prefer people to reserve spots online so that way 
you’re guaranteed a spot and we don’t have to turn anyone 
away. You can order anything you want from the café and 
we’ll bring it up to you. If you’re interested in adopting 
a cat, we follow all of Animal Friends’ rules; they are our 
exclusive provider and they’ve been really helpful. You fill 
out a paper application which goes through an approval 
process with Animal Friends, and then once you’re ready 
to pick up the cat, you come here to get it. So, everything 
can happen here if you’re approved with Animal Friends.

What is it like to work with a local animal shelter like 
Animal Friends? What is the process like?

They’ve been an amazing partner. They’re really big on 
education and are a big part of the local community. 
They’ve been really helpful with answering questions, 
providing the cats with medical care, and anything we 
need to provide to the animals. As soon as one gets 
adopted, another one comes. They also have been great 
with selecting the right kind of cats for the café. They 
segment them into red light, yellow light, and green light. 
The lights kind of mean whether they are social or not. 
They try to send us the green light cats. But sometimes, 
they give us their hard-to-adopt cats, and we’ve been able 
to adopt them out. We’ve had two-legged cats, a one-
eyed cat, cats with their tails cut off, and older cats. So 
it’s been really nice to partner with them in that regard, 
helping them get these older, less adoptable animals into 
their forever homes.

How often do the cats get adopted and how many do 
you usually have at once?

Well, it kind of comes in waves. It’s hard to get an average of 
what happens; I think we’re up to 116 since we opened last 
February [as of April 27, 2018]. We usually have between 10 
and 12 cats at one time.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

My wife and I just feel like it’s been a really rewarding 
experience to leave the corporate world and come into 
the cat café world.

Avocado Pitza with homemade 
banana bread.

Irina

Petey

Toby

Jonathan
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AN ADVENTURE INTO CONTEMPORARY CRAFT
By Ashley Smith 
Photos by Caitlynn Beatty

I n an ever increasingly digital world, social media is the 
primary form of expression and inclusion. Traditional 
craft is slowly becoming a rare skill as the digital age 

triumphs. After a visit to Contemporary Craft, a modern art 
museum, a deep appreciation goes out to those who see 
the value in handmade craft. It is used as a tool to convey 
the messages and stories of the artists. In this Article, we 
will be exploring Contemporary Craft, what they offer to 
the public, and their current exhibitions. 

Contemporary craft is not your typical gluing together 
of popsicle sticks and hammering together of bird 
houses. That is not to say that Contemporary Craft is 
not for everyone to enjoy. Contemporary Craft’s mission 
is to engage the public in creative experiences through 
contemporary craft. They accomplish this by holding and 
offering various workshops, lectures, and using art to 
enrich the community. The drop-in studio provides hands 
on activity space that allows the public to participate in 

Kristine Poole
CRYING OUT LOUD: Seeing Red, Feeling Blue

the creation process. There are sections of the studio 
that are designed for different mediums. There are four 
main areas including spaces for wood working, fabric, and 
metalsmithing. There is studio space devoted to the main 
exhibit, this exhibition involved sculpting, and provided 
was an instruction on the basics of clay. The drop-in 
studio is available to everyone and open during public 
hours, Monday through Saturday 10am through 5pm. The 
workshops that are offered provide instruction on working 
with a variety of mediums including clay, fiber, wood, 
metal, book arts, paper making, and mixed media. 

Contemporary Craft has been featuring local, national and 
international artists in exhibitions since 1971. Elizabeth 
Rockwell Raphael established the museum for artisans 
to display and sell their work. This allowed people to 
see that their crafts were not just used for function but 
could also be beautiful. The exhibits change three to 
four times periodically throughout the year. They also 
feature permanent installments. Contemporary Craft is 
in the strip district, 2100 Smallman Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222. In addition, this they also have a satellite gallery, 
located in the Steel Plaza T-Station Lobby at BNY Mellon 
Center. No admission is charged for viewing exhibitions. 

The museum offers three different designated 
gallery areas, the main gallery, the studio gallery 
and the satellite gallery. The main gallery is located 
by the entrance of the building, this main gallery is 
currently featuring Visual Voices: Truth Narratives. 
Thirty-seven ceramic pieces were chosen for the 

collection. This exhibition is on display until August 14, 
2018. In this exhibit ceramic artists created powerful pieces 
that acknowledge global and personal issues in today’s 
society. The artists express their displeasure with racial, 
religious, gender, and many other meaningful topics. The 
studio gallery is located in a designated area down stairs. 
Quadrennial: Four Years of Spectacular Buckles from the 
U.S. and Abroad is at this locations. There were many 
techniques used including 3-D printing, lapidary, plastics, 
fused glass on metal, exotic materials, and other mediums. 
The exhibit highlights a selection of the work from the 
World Champion Belt Buckle Companions or WCBBC. 
This will be exhibited until August 25, 2018. In the satellite 
gallery Storyteller is currently on exhibition. Storyteller 
features ceramic works from the artist Jami Porter. Jami 
Porter uses a 2000-year-old technique to make ceramics 
that look like plastic bottles. Storyteller is on exhibit until 
May 6, 2018. 

An upcoming exhibition, TRANSFORMATION 10: 
Contemporary Works in Found Materials is going to be 
on display from September 14, 2018 until March 9, 2018. 
Anyone can enter their artwork. Fifty-four of the best will 
be selected to be exhibited. The artist whose best displays 
the tenets of excellence and innovation is awarded The 
Elizabeth R. Raphael Founder’s Prize. The award is 
accompanied by a cash prize of $5,000. The Elizabeth R. 
Raphael Founder’s Prize is awarded biannually.  

Contemporary Craft allows people to 
see that their crafts were not just used 

for function, but could also be beautiful. 
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unforgettable ones. This is our goal 
and the true measure of our success.” 
I had the privilege of speaking with Mr. 
Ragghianti, and asked him questions 
about the upcoming distillery.

When will the Port of Pittsburgh be 
officially opening?
We are planning a public event, 
hopefully September 1st, 2018.

What all will the distillery offer to 
the public?
This distillery will be unlike anywhere 
else. We will not only make our own 
liquors, but we will have a full kitchen, 
and a ball room upstairs. We are very 
excited to be different from every 
other distillery around. 

C oming soon to Smallman 
Street  is a great new distillery 
called The Port of Pittsburgh. 

After many years of planning, the 
Port of Pittsburgh Distillery will open 
in Summer 2018 and will be located at 
2613 Smallman Street in Pittsburgh’s 
Strip District.  

Quoted from the Port of Pittsburgh’s 
Facebook page, the distillery’s owner 
Blake Ragghianti states, “Anybody 
can distill alcohol. In itself, it is merely 
a product. Fine spirits, on the other 
hand, are far more difficult to coax 
into being. This is because they are 
more than just alcohol and far more 
than a commodity – they are culture 
...At Port of Pittsburgh Distillery, we 
believe that a truly fine spirit can 
do something even more profound  
– it can turn ordinary moments into  
 
 
 

“The Port of Pittsburgh Distillery, LLC will open 
in 2018 at 2613 Smallman Street, adjacent to the 

historic Spaghetti Warehouse in Pittsburgh’s 
beloved Strip District.”

PORT OF 
PITTSBURGH
NEW DISTILLERY COMING SOON TO THE STRIP
By Payton Patterson 
Photos by Jesse Twoguns

Construction is being done on the old 
Spaghetti Warehouse making it the 

new Port of Pittsburgh Distillery.
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Deli on the North
North Shore Museum Tour
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Muffaletta sandwich  |  Genoa 
salami, pepperoni, capicola,  ham, 
and provolone cheese. Topped 
with roasted red peppers and a 
home made green and black olive 
spread. Served on focaccia.

W hen it comes to Deli on North, there are no 
tricks, gimmicks, or hidden agendas. It is just a 
simple friend and family run business featuring 

delicious salads, sandwiches, and paninis made with fresh 
ingredients. Deli on North, and its partnering restaurant, 
Deli on Butler, are run by The Art Institute of Pittsburgh 
Alumni, Pietro ‘Pete’ Notarangelo and Gary Gigliotti. 
Their goal is to provide tasty food at a great price in a 
home-like atmosphere. And aren’t those aspects all that 
matter when choosing your next lunch location? Here is 
what Pete Notarangelo had to say about his deli:

What is the history behind Deli on North Ave?

My business partner and I met at The Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh. We both come from big Italian families, so 
food has always been an important part of our lives. 
After working for other people for so long, we decided 
to open our own deli with the help of friends and family. 
We designed everything from top to bottom, including 
the menu. Deli on Butler opened about 10 years ago and 
Deli on North opened 8 years ago. 

Why should people come to Deli on North?

The main attraction at Deli on North is that we really 
care about our customers. We ask every customer 
their name and try to remember it the next time they 
visit us. We also try and remember their order and 

offer them other things that they might 
like. People like a place where they can 
feel comfortable, and we try to provide 
that. We feel that our customers feel 
comfortable enough to give us positive 
and sometimes negative feedback. We 
just started the Rubion last week because 
one of our loyal customers suggested it. 
We want to offer something for everyone, 
ranging from college students to workers 
on their lunch break. 

By Allison Pettyjohn 
Photos by Sarah Hastings

Tutti hoagie with a pickle and chips on 
the side  |  An Italian sub with generous 

amounts of Genoa salami, capicola, ham, 
pepperoni, provolone cheese, lettuce, 

tomato, onion, roasted red pepper, black 
olives, and the Deli’s signature oil.

People like a place where 
they can feel comfortable 
and we try to provide that.

Pete Notarangelo
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In the North Side there are many wonderfully unique museum 
experiences. This article will highlight three different museums. The first 

museum is the Mattress Factory “Art that you can get into”. Dive into 
the life and work of Andy Warhol at The Andy Warhol Museum. Explore 

the largest bicycle museum in the world at Bicycle Heaven. 

NORTH SHORE 
MUSEUM TOUR
TOURING THREE FAMOUS 
PITTSBURGH MUSEUMS 
By Ashley Smith, Olivia MacDonald 
Photos by Ashley Smith, Olivia MacDonald

JAMES TURRELL: CATSO, RED
Three-dimensional quality projected 
on a wall.

MEG WEBSTER: SOLAR GROW ROOM 
An instillation made up of plants and 
solar powered led grow lights

grow to such popularity. It is now 
known internationally. It was really 
well known among artists for a while, 
but then with the growth in the past 
decade and it being so Instagram-
able has really helped with the 
growth of the Mattress Factory.”  The 
museum has since commissioned 
more than 750 artists. According 
to, Katie Urich The Marketing and 
Communications Manager, about the 
time that it takes for an installation to 
be complete depends on the artist 
the time needed really depends on 
the artist. The museum gives as much 
time as the artist’s need, it can take 
as little as two weeks all the way up 
to years to set up an installation. The 
artists it can take are chosen by one 
of three ways by submissions: an 
open call where the museum receives 
submissions online, co-directors of 
the museum hand selecting artists, 
or using guest curators. The museum 
has residency programs for its artists 

H ave you ever wondered what 
it would be like to interact 
with a piece of art? The 

Mattress Factory Museum offers this 
in a way that no other museums can 
compete with. It is “art that you can 
get into,” a truly a unique, one of a 
kind experience. There are no white 
walls with dusty old paintings. It is 
suggested that you plan two or three 
hours to experience all the exhibits 
have to offer. 

The Mattress Factory was founded 
in 1977 by artists who were working 
to create site-specific installations. 
According to the Operations Manager, 
Misha Cannon, “The founder, Barbara 
Luderowski, never intended for it to 
be an art museum or expected to 

“When I first visited the museum. I had a new understanding of what 
art could be. I could now just look at my surroundings and decide 

that it could be art to me if I wanted it to be.” 

Misha Cannon Katie Urich, Marketing Manager

to help guide and give them resources 
to the artists. “It’s really important for 
us to support local artists and bring 
international artists into Pittsburgh,” 
said Urich.

The Mattress Factory Museum is set 
up so that you can enter room size 
exhibits. Each of which you encounter 
a completely different environment 
from the last, not knowing what 
perplexity awaits at the next turn. 
Each room is more mysterious and 
thought provoking than the next. 
Some rooms provide an environment 
in which you are encouraged to 
interact with the art, but not all so 
keep in mind that the staff will let 
you know which can be and cannot 
be touched. Feel free to walk around 
and observe the installments from 
different views. They suggest taking 
as much time as you need view each 
room. There are three building rooms 
all located throughout the Mexican 
War streets of the North Side. Some 
exhibits are permanent, while some 
are temporary. Returning visitors 
many experience something different 
between installations. 

In my personal experience, each room 
that I visited made me feel something 
different. Some were so mesmerizing 
that I was left completely speechless. 
The beauty and craftsmanship was 
unlike any museum I had ever visited. 

YAYOI KUSAMA’s: Repetitive Vision

DENNIS MAHER: A SECOND HOME
It is a chaotic collage of constructed 
out of furnishings, toys, architectural 

models, and video.
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take part in activities that explore 
Warhol’s art-making techniques.

Among the highlighted exhibitions 
at the museum is the visitor-favorite 
Silver Clouds gallery. This installation 
features floating metallic ‘pillows’ that 
visitors can interact with. The gallery 
allows visitors to experience Warhol’s 
world of art differently.

Visitors are also invited to discover 
temporary exhibitions. Adman: Warhol 
Before Pop, a temporary exhibit on 
display through September 2, 2018, 
provides viewers with new insights 
into Andy Warhol’s career as a Pop 
Art artist. This new exhibition features 
over 300 pieces, including many rare 
and never-before-seen drawings and 
photographs, as well as some vintage 
advertisements, and more. 

The museum offers also programs 
for visitors, educators, and youth. 
These include public art talks, film 
screenings, LGBTQ+ events and talks, 

W hen you walk into The Andy 
Warhol Museum, you’ll be 
greeted by Andy himself. 

No, not physically, but rather a large 
portrait of him lounging on a red 
velvet couch, featured in his 1964 
underground film, “Couch.” Below 
this portrait sits a replica of the couch, 
where visitors can recreate the photo 
and channel their own inner ‘Warhol.’

Throughout the museum, visitors will 
travel back in time to get a glimpse 
of Warhol’s life, from growing up in 
Pittsburgh and his early commercial 
career, to becoming  a Pop Art icon. 
Visitors will see a  large collection of 
paintings, prints, photographs, films, 
and more. The collection includes 
some of Warhol’s most notable pieces, 
such as his Campbell’s Soup cans 
paintings, his silk-screen prints, like 
Marilyn Monroe, and his abstract 
Oxidizations pieces. In addition to the 
main museum galleries, visitors can 
stop by The Factory in the museum’s 
underground studio, where they can 

contemporary art performances and 
experimental theater, and more, all 
with the aim of giving visitors new 
and thought-provoking experiences.

As one of the four Carnegie Museums 
located throughout Pittsburgh, The 
Andy Warhol Museum holds the 
most inclusive collection of Warhol’s 
artworks and materials. Visitors are 
invited to dive into the mind of one 
of the most iconic Pop Art artists, 
and to explore his life before, during, 
and after fame. With so many notable 
artworks and exhibitions, The Andy 
Warhol Museum is a must-see if you 
are visiting Pittsburgh’s North Shore.

Visitors  can bring out their inner 
‘Andy Warhol’ by lounging on this 

replica couch from Warhol’s 
1964 film, “Couch”.

In addition to the museum, Bicycle 
Heaven offers repair services, along 
with renting  out bikes. Part of the 
Pittsburgh Bike Trail is located behind 
the museum, providing a perfect 
place to go riding. They also rent out 
part of the museum for events such as 
dinners, parties, and even weddings.

The museum also holds a bike show 
and swap-meet twice a year. This year, 
the event will be held on June 9th and 
10th, as well as August 25th and 26th, 
with antique bicycles and parts, new 
bicycles and bicycle dealers, food, 
drinks, and free admission. 

When you visit Bicycle Heaven for the 
first time, you might not know what 
to expect. With three floors and over 
4,000 bikes, they have something for 
everyone. Owner Craig Morrow has 
turned his passion into one of the 
most unique places to visit in 
Pittsburgh. “When people visit, I just 
hope they see the bikes they had 
when they were a kid. That’s why I 
have so many. I just hope they leave 
with a smile on their face.”

O ne of Pittsburgh’s hidden 
gems is right in plain sight. 
Located in a large warehouse 

on the North Side, Bicycle Heaven is 
the world’s largest bicycle museum 
and shop – that’s right, the largest. 
How large exactly? They have over 
4,000 bikes, and counting.

Starting with one bike that he found 
in the junk and repaired for a kid, 
owner Craig Morrow, a bike collector 
of 30 years, and his wife Mindy turned 
their passion into a work of art. “I was 
always into antiques and collectibles, 
so I started collecting antique bikes, 
and then I needed a place to put them 
all, so that’s what got me thinking 
about making a bike museum,” said 
owner Craig Morrow.

Bicycle Heaven Museum was formed  
in 2011, and has grown to be the #1 
Thing To Do in Pittsburgh on Trip 
Advisor. The collection includes rare, 
collector, and famous bikes, like Pee 
Wee Herman’s bike from Pee Wee’s 
Big Adventure, as well as sports and 
music memorabilia, and more. Among 
the collection are  the most sought-
after bicycles in the world: the 
Bowden Spacelander. “We have 17 
of the maybe 30 or 40 known. It’s the 
most famous bike in the world; one 
sold for about $48,000,” said Morrow. 

Visitors may also stumble upon 
the Groovy Cranky Panky Sprocket 
Room, a room filled with neon-
glowing bike sprockets. “I had a lot 
of extra sprockets, so I wanted to 
make it look cool, like back in the 60s, 
all psychedelic. The museum isn’t 
just about bikes; we have music and 
sports sections, so that’s sort of the 
art section,” said Morrow.

“I just hope they leave with a 
smile on their face.”

When visitors enter the Groovy Cranky 
Panky Sprocket Room, they’ll be greeted 

to spinning lights, psychedelic music, 
and walls covered with sprockets.
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GET IN THE MIX
By Christiana Murray 
Photos by Brandon Irizarry & Jesse Twoguns

Fun Fact!
The South Side was once the 
center  of glass production in 

the United States.

T he South Side is divided into two neighborhoods: 
South Side Flats and South Side Slopes, but was 
originally four neighborhoods. Both areas are 

riddled with sights to see and things to do. It has everything 
that any visitor would be looking for. Restaurants, bars, 
shopping, music, and art, it is the perfect neighborhood 
to visit for a weekend. Or, if you are the more adventurous 
type, try walking the South Side Riverfront Trail, which 
goes all the way to Washington D.C.! 

Whether rain or shine, there is always something to do. Visit 
the South Side Works movie theater and see what is new 
in the box office. Afterward, go over to the Cheesecake 
Factory and enjoy a delicious meal, or make reservations 
beforehand at Stagioni and have a decadent Italian meal. 
Don’t forget to enjoy the view around you; South Side has 
beautiful murals around every corner. Be on the lookout 
for the elephant murals by Pittsburgh native and former 
Pittsburgh Steeler, Baron Batch.

For the nighttime life, you can go and see what bands are 
playing at the Rex Theater or at the Smiling Moose. You 
will always be entertained and never disappointed. The 
South Side always has something going on, whether in the 
morning when people are sipping a cup of Joe at Big Dog 
Coffee, or at night where people are watching a show at 
Club Café. Don’t forget about Fat Heads either; nothing 
beats the award-winning brews you can get here. 

Pittsburgh’s South Side has all the characteristics of a great 
place to visit. When you are not enjoying the delicious 
food and entertainment, you are browsing and shopping 
the area’s best art galleries and clothing boutiques. It is 
an area that offers activities for all ages, and is sure to not 
disappoint anyone who comes and visits.

Rex Theatre: This was a former 
vaudeville stage that was built in 1905 
and now hosts live music from bands 
& events, with beer and wine served 
at the bar.
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THE MILK SHAKE FACTORY: 
GOURMET SHAKES AND 
HAND-DIPPED CHOCOLATES
By Caitlynn Beatty and Olivia MacDonald 
Photos by Caitlynn Beatty

O pening in 1914, The Milk Shake Factory began as a 
small, family-owned soda fountain and chocolate 
shop in Lawrenceville. In 1978, the Edwards family 

expanded their business to a second location, this time on 
East Carson Street in the South Side of Pittsburgh. In 2003, 
a college project turned the chocolate shop into a milk 
shake joint by transforming the menu to offer milk shakes 
with the family’s flavored syrup recipes. 

The fourth generation took over the business, and have 
since established a menu that has over 55 flavors of hand-
crafted milk shakes with high-quality and fresh ingredients.

Recently, The Milk Shake Factory announced that they 
are partnering with Tull Investment Group to expand their 
business from two to 25 locations over the next three 
years. This expansion will not only grow their business 
nationally, but also introduce farm fresh ice cream and new 
and innovative techniques.

To enjoy a gourmet milk shake of your own, The Milk Shake 
Factory is open Sunday-Thursday from 11am to 10pm and 
Friday-Saturday 11am to 11pm. During these hours, you 
can enjoy one of the many flavors they have, including 
Brownie Fudge, Bananas Foster, and Caramel Macchiato. 
They serve classic, gourmet, and signature shakes. They 
also offer a variety of rich, hand-dipped chocolates, as well 
as sundaes, sodas, drinks, and, for those who want dairy-
free, they have you covered as well.

The Milk Shake Factory has served gourmet milk shakes 
and chocolates for years, and will continue to grow as they 
plan for future expansions.
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S outh Side is a neighborhood filled with enthusiastic, 
energetic, and strong, young people. Everyone is 
aware of South Side’s vibrant night life. Have you 

ever asked yourself how the South Side regulars keep up 
with all of the partying and bar hops? It is because during 
the day South Side is strong. This neighborhood south of 
the city is not only filled with bars and restaurants, but also 
fun and social athletic activities. Whether it is throwing 
around weights or scaling a wall, The South Side has an 
activity for you. The South Side is filled with young-minded, 
vibrant people, and what better way to meet people than 
to interact in an active environment. If you take a hike off 
the main strip of Carson to Mary Street and 21st Street, 
you will find a triad of fun fitness.

By Jesse Borne 
Photos by Sheldon Crossland

AT H L E T I C S C I R C U S  A R T S

CROSSFIT CLASSES
CrossFit Athletics offers programs to help keep you on 
track and push your strength to the next level.

CIRCUS ARTS CLASSES

When you think of strong, most think of big muscles and 
intimidating amounts of weights. At CrossFit Athletics, 
these amazingly strong men and women epitomize that 
image. These athletes are strong and dedicated individuals 
who push themselves to the limit every time they step into 
the gym. The gym has a great competitive and encouraging 
atmosphere, with all the equipment to help you reach your 
goals. The equipment is not the only thing helping you to 
reach your goals; the highly educated coaches are there 
to motivate you, too. From doctors to Olympians, these 
coaches have all the tools and experience to make you in 
to a CrossFit Athlete.

If heavy weights and intense atmospheres are not for you,  
or if you live a more flexible lifestyle, Iron City Circus Arts 
could be the place for you. The gym is like nothing you 
have ever seen before, with silks hoops and everything 
imaginable hanging from the ceiling. If you are mesmerized 
by the high flying athletics of the circus, then swing over 
to Iron City Circus Arts for their classes taught by their line 
up of talented instructors. Even if this magnificent athletic 
marvel is not for you, you can still stop by for their shows 
and events posted on their website. 

CROSSFIT

FOUNDATIONS

ENDUR ANCE

SPORT

ARIAL S ILKS

ARIAL ROPE

STATIC TR APEZE

AERIAL HOOP

ARIAL STR APS

YOUTH ARIAL ARTS

ARIAL YOGA

POLE DANCE
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P I T T S B U R G H

If hanging from the sealing is not high enough for you, 
climb on board the Ascend train. This extremely popular 
and growing climbing gym is an amazing workout for social 
thrill-seeking  outdoors enthusiasts. Ascend Pittsburgh 
offers everything to get you fit and ready to face the 
outdoors. From bouldering to yoga, Ascend has a variety 
of activities for everyone. Ascend is a climbing gym that 
caters to not only to die hard climbers with their wide 
variety of bouldering and top-roping, but also to general 
fitness and health with their yoga and fitness classes. 
Ascend is a social environment where the staff, along with 
the members, are encouraging and often very helpful. 
Whether you are looking for a great work out or just great 
people, Ascend is the top choice. 

CLIMBING
Ascend offers a variety of classes and workshops for every 
level of climber.

Open Climbing  •  Ascend: 101  •  New Climber Meet Up  •  
Introduction to Auto-Belays  •  Introduction to Top-Roping  
•  Personal Training  •  Ascend Train

FITNESS
At Ascend, fitness is crucial and that is why the trainers 
have carefully created an amazing spread of classes so you 
can turn your weaknesses into your strengths.

Cross Training  •  Core+  •  Boot Camp  •  Personal Training

YOGA
Ascend is very flexible in their yoga class options, with 
everything from intense Acro to calming Restore.

Flow  •  Align  •  Yinyasa  •  Restore  •  Kinstretch  •  Acro

ASCEND CLASSES

Let the Ascend staff take 
you to superhero status.

ascendpgh.com
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SIT DOWN FOR GOOD LAUGHS
By Jason Mercado 
Photos by Sheldon Crossland

S outh Side is home to quaint shops, full bars, and a 
lot of food. With a bar on just about every corner, it 
takes a lot to stand out. Trixie’s Bar and Game Room 

doesn’t just stand out, it stands up. Trixie’s is filled with 
classic pinball and arcade games from wall to wall. It is 
not just the games that makes Trixie’s unique, adorning 
the room you’ll find anything from a big foot sign to a 
shuffle board table. Everything about Trixie’s gives an 
inviting warmth to a wide range of clientele. However, 
what really makes Trixie’s stand out from every bar in 
South Side is the weekly comedy Stand-Up available to 
all patrons.

Trixie’s Comedy Night is every Sunday at 8:30pm, and 
everybody who comes to the bar can sign up to stand- 
up, even if it’s your first time. Trixie’s Bar and Game Room 
welcomes everyone to comedy night, new and old. 

So why do Stand-Up? Regular Molly Wright says, “It’s 
like group therapy.” Comedy seems to bring people 
together and keeps people happy. Add some liquid 
courage to the mix, and you get one heck of a good 
night. When doing comedy, people tend to cling to what 
they know; there is always a laugh or two just waiting to 
be brought out to a crowd. No one really knows why we 
laugh, but we do all know that it’s fun, relaxing, and at 

Sunday Night Comedians and 
Temporary Host

times, very memorable. People who come to Trixie’s come 
to drink, laugh, and have a good time. If you are nervous 
about messing up, that’s what the drinks are for. Wright 
says, “You need to be okay with bombing. Comedians 
have told me that everybody bombs three times in their 
comedy life.” 

Like most places, it is all about the people you are 
surrounded by. Trixie’s is the place to find new friends 
to laugh and have a good time with. Even the ones who 
bomb still get a laugh or two. After all, it is all about the 
experience. The weekend I visited, a few people signed up 
by accident, whether it was from the liquor or something 
else, two people ended up performing stand-up comedy 
for the first time in their life. They were nervous, and they 
were not regulars, but they tried and ultimately succeeded. 

Trixie’s Bar and Game Room does an excellent job of 
bringing people of different backgrounds and lifestyles 
together with not just beer, but comedy.

Trixie’s Bar and Game Room doesn’t 
just stand out, it stands up.
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Where is the weirdest place you 
have ever tattooed before?
Probably outside of a metal show in 
2009. It was a battle-of-bands event 
and I was tattooing logos, skulls, 
really anything. I’ve tattooed at a lot 
of shows.

What do you do when you are not 
at the shop tattooing?

Honestly, when I’m not doing this, I’m 
taking care of my kids and spending as 
much time with them as I can, working 
on my own craft to be a better artist. 
A common misconception is that we 
are all bad people.

Mark Boller - @coustumtattoosbymark
Latrobe, PA - experience - 1.5 yrs

What do you think about young 
people getting face tattoos?
They shouldn’t get it. You have a 
longtime until you figure out a solid 
place in your life. A face tattoo is not 
a good one to start. I’ll be the first 
one to deny them, even though I 
know other shops will do them. Either 
way, I highly suggest not doing it.  

W e took a trip to the South 
Side where we were able 
to interview tattoo artists, 

owners, and piercers. We interviewed 
them to see what they think about 
etiquette, what they are like, and to 
find out what it is like to be a tattoo 
artist in Pittsburgh.

CARSON STREET TATTOO
The first shop we visited, which was 
once was known as Flying Monkey, is 
now Carson Street Tattoo. 
Cosimo Liberto - @co51mo
Pittsburgh, PA - experience - 18 yrs.

What is a tattoo question you wish 
people would stop asking?
I wish people would stop calling me 
over the phone and asking how much 
a sleeve is. The thing is that it could 
cost anywhere from $1500 to $5000. 
So, it’s best to come see us about that 
in our shop.

“If the tattoo you want is bigger than your 
palm, you should schedule it so your artist 

can have time to design it.”
Terrel Crawford- Ice NIne

Where did you work before this?
I worked at UPMC as a security guard.

What is one tattoo tip that you 
would suggest to a client?
Don’t over think it. Do your research 
on the artist. Also, try to keep it simple 
and let you artist help you design it.

ICE NINE TATTOO STUDIO
Terrel Crawford - @3vosgraflife
Upstate, NY - experience - 6 yrs

What did your parents think about 
your job?
They actually took me to shops when 
they got tattooed. From a young age 
I was pretty used to the environment. 
I’m glad I actually got into the field.

INTERVIEW WITH SOUTH 
SIDE TATTOO ARTISTS
By Caitie Beatty & Wesley Bays 
Photos by Caitie Beatty

This is how to format an image caption. 
Maio occust, siti bersper iorerferume 

necupt. Maio odionse sus, faccaborest, 
que volupta si doluptur sandust.
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A Fork, A Knife, & A Spoon
Gigs ‘n’ Bytes
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A view of one of the main  
seating areas of Spoon; this 

specific area is for events. 

I n the up-and-coming neighborhood that is East Liberty, 
there is a small high-end restaurant named Spoon. 
The atmosphere inside has an air of style and class, 

echoing the amazing quality of the food and the prices 
that accompany it. The menu strives to be locally and 
sustainably sourced, and changes with the seasons to 
reflect their efforts. Many reviews left online attest to the 
quality of the food, the friendliness of the service, and the 
stylish atmosphere.

This prestigious restaurant is run by Executive Chef and 
Proprietor Brian Pekarcik. He was born in Pittsburgh where 
he got his degree, and then moved to California for 10 
years. In 2007, he moved back to Pittsburgh to become 

the Executive Chef of the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, 
attaining rave reviews from Whirl Magazine’s Best Dishes, 
The Tribune Review, and the Pittsburgh Business Times. 
In 2009, he teamed up with fellow Proprietor Rick Stern to 
form the S+P Restaurant Group, offering some of the top 
dining destinations in Pittsburgh such as Spoon, BRGR, 
and Willow. Brian has been honored with Pittsburgh 
Magazine’s Rising Star Chef in 2011, and the magazine’s 
Chef of the Year in 2012 and 2014.

I had a chance to talk to Chef Pekarcik personally for an 
interview. My first question was... 
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This is the free bread bowl that 
accompanies every meal. For two 
people it is made up of two slices of 
bread, two bisquits, and two muffins.

What is your outlook on Spoon? How do you see  
it progressing in the future?

Spoon has been around for 9 years. We were on the 
onset of the growth and development in East Liberty, 
and it is important that we continue to grow and evolve 
and improve upon the food and services we provide 
to keep Spoon on the forefront of people’s minds, 
and to separate ourselves as one of the premier dining 
destinations in the city.

Spoon has a seasonal menu. How do you choose which 
items to put on the menu each season?

We don’t have a seasonal menu, per se. Our menu 
is in a constant state of change, we utilize, first and 
foremost, what’s fresh and local to the area. It’s a 
small menu of only 10 appetizers and 10 entrées; it’s 
important to always change and evolve the menu, so 
when people come in it’s never stale and stagnant. 
We constantly are changing dishes and evolving them  
as seasons progress.

What influences your menu choices?

I think what is available locally, first and 
foremost. Then, in Spring, Summer, 
and Fall in western Pennsylvania is 
as good as any region of the country 
with the produce availability. That’s 
the first driver, and then the second  
is just trying to stay current with food and 
dining trends.

The Goat Cheese Soufflé, stated by 
Chef Pekarcik to be one of his signature 

dishes. It is accompanied by a frisée, 
asparagus, and lemon salad.

This is the Baby Green Salad, made 
up of grilled radicchio, avacado, green 

lentils, and dates, with a yogurt and 
harissa vinagrette topping.

The Spoon Burger, made of kim-cheese, 
sour and sweet pickles,  ginger mayo, 
BBQ, and a challuh bun, accompanied 
by a cheese dip and fresh-cut french 
fries.

As a Proprietor and the Executive Chef, what 
kind of atmosphere do you want Spoon to be 
known for?

I want it to be warm and inviting. I want it to be 
lively and energetic. When people have that atmosphere 
that’s really electric, people come to restaurants to escape 
and be part of an experience. So, when you can establish 
that atmosphere, people leave happy; whether that’s 
because they really loved the food and or they had great 
service, or if it’s because you create an atmosphere that’s 
upbeat and happy, people can walk out feeling that and 
maybe not necessarily pinpoint or understand any one 
factor of their dining experience that really set it apart. 
That’s absolutely what we strive for.

Do you have a favorite dish, or favorite dishes, on the 
menu right now? 

I like, and I stand behind all the dishes that we serve, but the 
soufflé that’s on the menu is kind of a signature appetizer 
of mine. I wouldn’t say necessarily that it’s my favorite, but 
it’s one that I’ve had on the menu for my whole career 
as an Executive Chef, in one way or another, so it’s kind 
of become a signature dish of mine. So, I guess I would 
probably say that.

Other than the soufflé, do you have any other favorites 
that might have been on the menu in the past?

It’s hard to say, I mean, I’m the chef and creator, so I feel 
strongly about all the dishes I put on the menu. It’s like 
asking you to pick your favorite child.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

No, just that I hope that people who are reading this 
article, if they’ve never been out, hopefully they want to 
come out and give us a try. 
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By Taylor Bono and Alex Jacobs 
Photos by Jesse Twoguns

H  ighland Park and Shadyside border East Liberty, 
which is known as a culturally diverse and upbeat 
location. East Liberty slowly began building its 

reputation as an excellent place to shop and dine out, 
with stores like Target, Whole Foods Market, coffee shops, 
and more. On June 30th, 1868, the city of Pittsburgh 
annexed Collins Township, which is now East Liberty. 
East Liberty became a thriving commercial center in the 
following years. In 1980, East Liberty began going through 
major development changes to renovate hotels and the 
expansion of small shops. Currently, there are more than 
two hundred businesses located in the town.

After many years, East Liberty is currently in the process 
of more developmental changes to bring new shops and 
more residential areas with new condos being built and 
with more on the way. East Liberty has also received a 

boost in Land Value by adding a technology hub in the 
heart of Bakery Square that includes Apple, Facebook, 
Google, Duolingo, AlphaLabs, and Uber. 

Not only is Bakery Square a technology hub, but it also 
is considered to be a truly walkable community built for 
biking and hiking. With Mellon Park being right next door, 
the amount of trail acreage is large and can be enjoyed 
by everyone. Bakery Square also is located a few miles 
away from UPMC, Chatham University, Carnegie Mellon 
University, and the University of Pittsburgh. With all of 
these universities being within a close range of each other, 
public transportation in Bakery Square is very convenient, 
too. Bakery Square even has a shuttle service that rides 
back and forth to Carnegie Mellon University.

East Liberty has become something of a tech hub. Along 
with the technology businesses that are popping up, there 

East Liberty is growing more and 
more every year. Residential areas 
with new condos are being built, 
which becomes convient for the 
surrounding universities.

is an abundance of restaurants to service the locals, that 
include Choolaah India BBQ, Whitfield, Paris 66, BRGR, 
Spoon, Plum Pan Asian Kitchen, Muddy Waters Oyster Bar, 
Twisted Frenchman, and others. 

Whitfield, located at the Ace Hotel on S. Whitfield 
Street, is known for their award-nominated chefs Bethany 
Zozula and Casey Renee. Whitfield serves dishes that are 
influenced by rich and varied culinary traditions. Located 
on the second floor of the Royal York Auction Gallery 
building is The Twisted Frenchman. Each dish that Chef 
Andrew Garbanzo prepares is considered to be a sensory 
delight that immerses guests in their meal. Both Whitfield 
and The Twisted Frenchman are right in the heart of some 
very notable buildings. 

East Liberty is also the home to producers of arts, culture, 
and technology, with organizations like Kelly Strayhorn 
Theater, and being close to Garfield gives residents and 
tourists convenient opportunity to gather, view, create, 
and exhibit art in a strip of studios and galleries. The 
cultural hub that includes Zeke’s Coffee, Social Status 
and others gives a welcoming community to connect with 
each other. The creative spaces that are popping up like 
The Beauty Shoppe and The Cube allow East Liberty to 
embrace the new culture, arts, and technology, which lets 
the area stay relevant. 

The Beauty Shoppe and The Cube both provide many 
amenities for locals including storage spaces, Wi-Fi, 
printing, separate tenant mailboxes, and including, but not 
limited, to 24-hour access. The Cube is expected to add a 
rooftop deck and cafe restaurant shortly.

Overall, with everything East Liberty has to offer, 
including restaurants, transportation, and new 
technologies, it is clear that the area is full of thriving 
quality for everyone to enjoy.

Not only is Bakery Square a 
technology hub, but it also 
is considered to be a truly 

walkable community built for 
biking and hiking.

 Right in the middle of Bakery Square is 
Google Headquarters, which is only one 

of the newly thriving technology hubs.

A GROWING HUB FOR 
TECHIES AND FOODIES
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Art All Night
Loud Neighbors 
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4121 Butler St. Pittsburgh, PA 15201

www.geppettocafe.com

(412) 709-6399
Mon-Fri: 9am - 3pm / Sat&Sun: 9am - 4pm

https://www.facebook.com/geppettocafe/

4121 Butler St. Pittsburgh, PA 15201

www.geppettocafe.com

(412) 709-6399
Mon-Fri: 9am - 3pm / Sat&Sun: 9am - 4pm

https://www.facebook.com/geppettocafe/

4121 Butler St. Pittsburgh, PA 15201

www.geppettocafe.com

(412) 709-6399
Mon-Fri: 9am - 3pm / Sat&Sun: 9am - 4pm

https://www.facebook.com/geppettocafe/

Not every event is quite like Art All Night. This art 
gallery event has been a 22-year tradition, normally 
held in the Lawrenceville area.  

Art All Night is a unique event because of all the different 
things you can experience while you are there. From the 
moment you walk up to the event, you can hear and see 
people playing music and crowds gathering.

What makes this place seem so open is the fact that they 
are open to anyone. There is no fee to submit your art and 
no jury. All you have to do is sign up, and you could present 
comedy, live music, paintings, pottery, drawings, or your 
videos, and Art All Night looks at it to see if it has a place 
within its walls.

 ART 
ALL 
NIGHT

The Art All Night Spirit Bird 
dances among the event goers.

22-HOUR GALLERY CRAWL
By Wesley Bays 
Photos by Payton Patterson



PGH YOU  |  SUMMER 2018    5756    LAWRENCEVILLE

OPEN & LIVE JAMS
Live music illustrates the feel of Art All Night. Most of what 
is played are acoustic and jam bands. There are three 
places in the warehouse where you can see different gigs: 
the back entrance presented the main stage (pictured 
above), in the back warehouse area, and a live band you 
could hop in and jam. Mostly playing folk music.

All the music is free for the pubic to enjoy, and you can 
also sign up for free to submit your music to Art All Night’s 
website. If you want to see your band playing there next 
year, you can submit online a month before the event.

OPEN PUBLIC GRAFFITI
Last year, Art All Night did not have anything like the 
graffiti open to the public. This year, there were multiple 
derby cars that were painted or garffitied on. Another 
section of the warehouse included a bathroom stall area 
that everyone was drawing on. You could fine the various 
markers in the toilet. And no, it did not have any water in it.

VIDEO ROOM
Right in the entrance, you can find Art All Night’s video 
rooms. Three to four rooms where covered by black 
curtains, and inside you can find people watching movies 
made by non-professionals. You could also find these 
movies on their YouTube pages.

PAINTINGS
Paintings were the most common art pieces at Art All  
Night. The event offered canvases and paint to painters 
who created pieces throughout the night. Pictured on the 
blue tarp, you can see multiple painters starting some 
artworks. About 20 to 30 artists where all painting in a 
semicircle, and you could watch them as they painted and 
see them come and go when they finished. They painted 
throughout the 22-hour event, and many artists where still 
painting even towards the end of the event. There where 
also cars there that were painted on, most of it being 
graffiti tags. These were new to the event, as they did not 
have them in previous years.

FASHION
Fashion is a newer addition to this event. One dress that 
was Pittsburgh-themed was black and white and had a 
maze running through it. There where only dresses made, 
but each one was completely different from the next.

POTTERY AND SCULPTURE
Sculptures where also among the artwork, some of them 
being life-size and others standing a couple feet bigger 
than a 6-foot tall human. Some were made out of wood 
and painted on, and one that caught many people’s eyes 
was an orange tube-like sculpture. 
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CATTIVO – DRINKS, DINNER, MUSIC, & GAMES
By Alexander Jacob and Kyle Allred 
Photos by Alexander Jacob

L    awrenceville is currently a premier art, live music, 
and dining hub that attracts young and hip people 
who love live music. 

Cattivo, which is located right between the Allegheny 
River and Butler St. in Pittsburgh’s up and coming 
Lawrenceville neighborhood, has been in operation for 
over 20 years. The atmosphere inside has always been 
inclusive, friendly, and diverse. They proudly serve 
crafted homemade food made fresh daily. 

This young, hip place has live music and holds plenty of 
events to keep you busy. You want to go to a rock show? 
Or maybe a drag show? Perhaps a dance party? Or rock 
drag dance party show?  Down a flight of stairs and into 

The kitchen stays 
open late at night.

a dark red room stands a wall of waving silver. Large acts 
and locals have graced the glimmering silver curtained 
stage. Metal, punk, hip-hop, EDM, Beyoncé and Lady 
Gaga Dance Parties – even the Plasmid band has had 
plenty of fun in Cattivo.

If listening to music or seeing shows isn’t your forte, 
then how about satisfying your taste buds with old 
brews and plenty of fresh food from Cattivo’s vibrant 
kitchen. Beautiful gourmet pizzas and calzones, stacked 
sandwiches ranging from fish to Italian and vegetarian, 
old classics like wings and nachos, and new classics like 
cheese fries and fried pickles. Most importantly, salads 
for the healthy, and meaty salads for the extra hungry.

While you wait for your food to arrive, there are old and 
classic games like pinball to keep you busy, and a pool 
table for the more competitive type. Service is quick 
and staff are friendly. 

Cattivo is a place that offers a welcoming and loving 
environment for everyone. From head bangers to rump 
shakers and hungry bar hoppers in search of delicious 
eats, Cattivo is Lawrenceville’s best hideout.

Great to catch a show or 
just hang out at the bar.

LOUD 
NEIGHBORS

The Cattivo bar serves classics 
like the classic cheeseburger and 

wings, as well as brews and pizzas.
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JEKYL & HYDE

PIPER’S PUB

SIENNA MERCATO
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BUTCHER AND THE RYE
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